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Editor’s Comments 

In this issue, there are details of our next meeting to 

be held on Thursday July 9 at 7:30 pm, which will be 

a Zoom Virtual Meeting held via the Internet.  From 

my recent past experiences, and with access to a 

computer, it is easy to logon to such a meeting.     

See the details on Page 2. 

 

For the next issue of Headlight & Markers, please 

email or send photos and/or descriptions of how 

you are passing the time during our current 

“staycation.”   I have created a new email address 

headlight.markers@yahoo.com for electronic sub-

missions, for now and the future.   

Perhaps you’ve thought of submitting an article 

or two --- now would be a great time to do so!   

 

As I write, things seem to be getting closer to a 

“Normal” and we are getting closer to the light at the 

end of the tunnel!  

Dave Puthoff 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
mailto:headlight.markers@yahoo.com
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President’s Comments 
May, 2020 

By Chris Mayhew 

June 2020 

The Cincinnati Railroad Club, unable to meet in person yet because of the governor of Ohio’s guide-
lines for COVID-19, will have a Zoom video conference at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 9. 
 

The meeting will start with a general hello and welcome. There will be a 15-20 minute presentation by my-
self projected to all participants of Cincinnati riverfront railroading scenes from years past. After the 
presentation, the goal is to allow members to raise a hand, give a thumbs up or otherwise signal they wish 
to speak to the group. This last portion will basically be a social time where people can talk about what 
they wish (although one at a time). I want to thank CRRC member Paul Grether for volunteering to host 
the call on his Zoom account, which can handle up to 100 people. He will also help with moderating the 
call to unmute members so they can speak to the group during social time. 
 
 

Meeting details: 
Time: Jul 9, 2020, 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Click on this link or copy it into your internet browser to join the Zoom meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726744718?pwd=cm54TW9GL2I0eUZHOXE5K1lTZEhwdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 827 2674 4718 
Password: 137383 
 
You can use the numbers below if you are trying to call in using a telephone to listen to the meeting. 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,82726744718#,,,,0#,,137383# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,82726744718#,,,,0#,,137383# US (Germantown) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 827 2674 4718 
Password: 137383 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/klc7juqsp 
 

A BIG THANK YOU 

In addition to thanking Paul Grether, a big thank you is always owed to all of our dedicated volunteers. 
Dennis Teagle provides oversight of the club’s email address and creates content for the club’s Facebook 
page. Dennis is also working to memorialize information about past club trips into something for member-
ship and the wider world. He also knows the archives well and has done much for the club over the years 
behind the scenes. Treasurer Jack Haap makes sure the bills get paid and he finances are overseen - a key 
position! Our Headlights & Marker editor Dave Puthoff has been pulling together the newsletter in recent 
months in superb fashion. He needs more articles and photos…so please keep submissions coming to 
headlight.markers@yahoo.com. Bob Kessling maintains membership dues, renewals, and applications in 
association with Jack Haap. Past presidents Mike Weber and Randy Krumm continue to share their 
knowledge when asked. Mike also recently invited people to come see him at Glendale for some social-
distancing train watching. If he plans to be there again, I’ll try to pass that along in email. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726744718?pwd=cm54TW9GL2I0eUZHOXE5K1lTZEhwdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/klc7juqsp
mailto:headlight.markers@yahoo.com


 3 

RAILROAD SCENE NEWS 

Fewer trains in the area is a result of both the COVID-19 economy and Norfolk Southern and CSX continuing to 
combine trains as a continued push into the precision railroading era. 

If you have not noticed already, you’ll find more mid-train and end of train DPU’s (Distributed Power Units) that 
are controlled by the crew in the lead unit. An entire article could be written about this for H&M.  

Also, CSX’s former Baltimore & Ohio route to St. Louis will get a new train. Q216 will be a Louisville to Phila-
delphia train routed to Cincinnati via a turn eastward at Seymour, Indiana.  

CSX’s color position signal replacement project, which already replaced the old B&O-style signals below Tower 
A and other areas around town in previous years with modern signals, has come to OB (Ohio Bridge) Cabin in 
Covington. CSX erected two large towers for the new signals in Covington at the south end of the Ohio River 
Bridge. The old signals were still in use in the last days of June. 

Finally, if you haven’t already heard, Ludlow Police Department has charged two juveniles with arson in connec-
tion with a fire that burned the former Southern Railway diesel shops to the ground on June 10. This was one of 
the first diesel shops operated by any U.S. railroad. They were also part of the base of operations for many a club 
fan trip over the years. Club member John Maggard’s iconic print of Norfolk & Western J No. 611 next to the die-
sel shop comes to mind, as do photos of SOU 4501, NKP 765, T&P 610 and NW 1218 (among others) under 
steam next to the the shops. The loss of the shop is a great loss to the area’s railroad history. 

See you on the Zoom call. 

Chris Mayhew 

 

Amtrak News 

By W. Mike Weber                                                                                                             

You can't make this stuff up. The COVID-19 crisis ended service on the Cincinnati Streetcar for…. well 
we will see. The Mayor has despised the project for years. Now he sees this crisis as a chance to kill it 
for good. Not so fast!  Downtown residents and business owners want it back. Not to mention the $45 
million check the city would need to send to the Feds for not doing as intended with it!  So, as  of 
late  June,  City Council  voted  7 to  2  to  restart the  service. The mayor vetoed it!!  Another vote 
is scheduled for August. If there are 6 votes to run the service, it will run.  
I would expect pretty dim ridership for 8 or 10 months, until COVID-19 has a vaccine.  But it 
can help revive a downtown which has taken a few hits!! 
 
Amtrak, for better or worse, is getting back riders. At the same time, they want to run all  Long Dis-
tance  trains  only  three times  a week ---  until  business returns! As many have pointed out, this simp-
ly does not work.  Making connections harder, reducing travel day options drives business away!!   Sena-
tors from both parties seem to be aware of the problem, and are actively resisting service reductions. 
RAIL PASSENGER ASSOCIATION has updates often. (certainly every Friday). 
 
I will be riding the CHIEF in July.   A full report will follow on safety measures patronage, etc.  Also, 
MEALS!!  It may be my last look at semaphore signals!! 
 

June 2020 
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A Big Day in Cincinnati 
By Jack Haap 

 

Many years ago, a fellow employee named Al, told me how people in Louisville prior to the late 1940’s 

would enjoy a great day by doing something really different. Al was originally from Louisville and he 

moved up river when his father was promoted to a job in the Cincinnati area. 

The locals would start out by going to the Louisville & Nashville station in downtown Louisville where they 

would board L & N train number 4, THE AZELEAN, for Cincinnati. It left at 7:30 AM, Central Standard 

Time. Arrival time in the Queen City was 12:05 PM Eastern Standard Time, so this would give the travelers 

plenty of time to enjoy a late breakfast or an early lunch in the diner before pulling into the Cincinnati Union 

Terminal.  

After the Louisvillians departed the train they would go to the bus ramp that was off of the rotunda area of 

the terminal. There they would board the Route U bus that would transport them to downtown Cincinnati. 

The next step was to transfer to streetcar route 49, Zoo – Eden Park, on Vine Street or along Fifth Street. Off 

of the east end of Fifth St. the trolley would work its way down to Eggleston Avenue and then make a left 

turn to the bottom loading area for the Mount Adams incline. 

After the streetcar was on the lift platform of the incline, the riders were permitted to step off the car and en-

joy the spectacular view of downtown Cincinnati and the Ohio River. Possibly they might have seen the 

steamboat ISLAND QUEEN on its trip up river to Coney Island. After the incline reached the top, 270 feet 

above Eggleston Avenue, the streetcar would roll off the platform to Celestial Street, it would pass the world 

renown Rookwood Pottery and proceed to Ida Street. In a couple of blocks the car would be in Eden park, 

there it passed the Art Museum, crossed Eden Park Drive on the top part of a doubled layer bridge in which 

the lower part was built of beautiful stone with arches. The not too attractive upper portion of the bridge con-

tained horizontal and vertical iron beams, very simple. While on the bridge the passengers could see the 

large Baldwin Piano building on Gilbert Avenue to the left. After leaving the span the trolley, in a short dis-

tance, would be back on a city street, Sinton Avenue. 

As the street car merged on to Gilbert Avenue from Sinton, the passengers, by looking to the left, would see 

a low red brick building that was once the powerhouse for the Gilbert Avenue cable car line. (Cincinnati at 

one time had three cable car routes similar to those still running in San Francisco). Route 49 wound its way 

through Walnut Hills and Avondale before pulling up to the Cincinnati Zoo’s main entrance at Vine Street 

and Erkenbrecher Avenue. The travelers would have a few hours to enjoy the animals on display at the zoo. 

A favorite of the zoo visitors was Susie the gorilla. Susie was known as the only trained gorilla in the world. 

After a few hours of animal watching the Louisville people would head over to the zoo’s front gate and hop 

aboard the Zoo-Eden trolley for a return ride to downtown via the Mt. Adams incline. The Route U bus 

would finish their travels in Cincinnati with a swift return to the Union Terminal. L & N train number 1, the 

AZELEAN departed at 7:05 PM EST with arrival in Louisville at 9:25 PM CST. Dinner could be enjoyed on 

the way. Another way would be to dine in one of the many restaurants in downtown Cincinnati such as the 

Colony on Walnut Street or the Wheel Café on 6th Street, then take L & N train number 3 which left the 

Queen City at 11:00 PM EST, reaching Louisville at 1:30 AM CST. 

I often thought of Al’s comment about quite a different way of enjoying a day. Gone now are the Cincy-

Louisville trains, streetcars, the Mt. Adams incline, the Island Queen and Susie the gorilla. It is ironic that 
the last three things just mention left us within a period of less than eight months: The Island Queen burnt on 
September 9, 1947, Susie passed away on October 27, 1947 and the Mt. Adams incline was closed on April 

16, 1948. Enjoy things while you can, you never know what will happen tomorrow.     
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Mt. Adams incline in the early 1900’s. The area in the foreground is where I-471 runs now.  
Notice the smoke from the incline’s stack, two coal powered steam engines powered the in-
cline from the time it was built in 1874 until it ceased running in 1948. The large building with a 
chimney to the left of the top station of the incline is the home of Rookwood Pottery. The build-
ing to the top station’s right is Holy Cross Monastery, now it is the Monastery Event Center.   

June 2020 
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Summerails of the Past 

By Dennis Teagle 

June 2020 

Summerail is a railroad-themed multimedia exhibition that began in 1995 as a joint project 
of the Cincinnati Railroad Club and the Miami Valley Railfans.  Starting in 1995, Sum-
merail was held at Cincinnati Union Terminal, until it was moved to the Palace Theater in 
Marion Ohio in 2016, due to renovation work being performed on the Terminal building. 
Sadly, the 2020 Summerail has been cancelled due to COVID19 concerns, but it is sched-
uled to return in August 2021.  Below are photos taken from years past.  

Summerail 1996 Presenters 

            Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 1997 Presenters 

            Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 1999 Presenters 

            Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 2000 Presenters 

           Photo by Erik Landrum  
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Summerails of the Past, Continued from Page 6 

Summerail 2001 Presenters 

           Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 2002 Presenters 

           Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 2003 Presenters 

           Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 2004 Presenters 

           Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 2006 Presenters 

           Photo by Dale Brown 
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Summerails of the Past, Continued from Page 7 

2012—CRRC member Otis Flinchpaugh with 
boxes full of timetables in the rotunda.   
Seated is Dan Mackie.  At far left is Dick Baldwin 
Photo by Dale Brown 

2012 —- CRRC board member and secretary 
Tom Bredestege at a sale table in the rotunda, 
with CRRC President Jim O’Dell (on the left) 
 Photo by Dale Brown 

Summerail 2010 Presenters 

           Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 2011 Presenters 

            Photo by Erik Landrum  

Summerail 2012 

   Photo by Dale Brown 
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Summerails of the Past, Continued from Page 8 

 2012 —- Frank Rebman 
   Photo by Dale Brown 

Summerail 2015 Form 

    

Summerail 2013 Presenters 

               Photo by Ray Peacock 
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The Highest Railway Station in Europe 
 

By Dave Puthoff 

Switzerland of course is widely known for its mountains.  Many of its mountain peaks can be accessed by cable 

cars, funiculars, or railways.  Over the years I have been able to plan and take 6 “grand tours” of Europe --- with 

my own planning, and always using a rail pass. I have visited a few Swiss mountain peaks multiple times. But I 

believe Jungfrajoch is the most unusual.  Unlike most other mountains, it is accessed via a railway, and has been 

since 1912.  Though not on the highest Swiss mountain that can be easily reached, Jungfrajoch is the highest rail-

way station in Europe, and the second-highest station in the world, at 11,334 feet, and is located on the Jungfrau 

Railway --- a privately-owned meter-gauge railway that is only 5.6 miles long. 

I have traveled on the Jungfrau Railway on 2 different trips, in 1982 and in 1999.  So, what is makes this railway 

so unusual?  It has only 5 stations, but the highest 3 stations are all located inside mountains!  And the railway is 

only one of four railways in the world that utilize 3-phase electrical power, 1125 volts at 50 Hertz.  The closest 

city is Interlaken, 40 miles away, but there are numerous smaller towns close by, that offer lodging year-round. 

For both trips, we stayed in Mürren, that is located across the valley from Kleine Scheidegg, the lower terminus of 

the Jungfrau Railway. The two main products of Mürren, (as well as the other towns)  ----  are cows and tourists. 

Many visitors make the trip from the “big” city of Interlaken, which is the closest station of the Swiss Federal 

Railways.  To get to the Jungfrau Railway from Interlaken, one must take the Berner Oberland Bahn (BOB), to 

either Lauterbrunnen or Grindelwald, then connect with the Wengernalpbahn (WAB) that goes to Kleine 

Scheidegg, and transfer to the Jungfrau Railway.  Connections are all perfectly timed, so the trip from Interlaken 

takes about two hours.  Many visitors from Interlaken opt to reach Kleine Scheidegg on the BOB to/from Lauter-

brunnen in one direction, and take the BOB to/from Grindelwald in the opposite direction. 

June 2020 
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The Jungfrau Railway is a rack railway, and uses the Strub rack system.  There are about 9 different rack systems em-

ployed around the world.  The one-way trip from Kleine Scheidegg (6,762 feet) to Jungfrajoch 11,334 feet) takes 35 

minutes.  At Eigerwald (9,396 feet), and at Eismeer (10,361 feet), trains pause for a few minutes to allow passengers 

to disembark and view the surrounding mountains looking through large picture windows.  At Junfraujoch, there are 

other activities --- including sledding on disks and hiking.  There are also places to eat, and an unusual ice cave, a 

structure that is carved out of the permanent ice.  Within the ice cave there are a few ice sculptures that have been cut 

from the ice.  At a higher elevation, there is a weather station, and its structure can also be accessed, by elevator.  

Mürren  is a village that has no automobiles! We traveled to Mürren  from Lauterbrunnen via a funicular that no longer 

exists!  The funicular actually connected Lauterbrunnen at the base up to Grütschalp, which connects to a short train 

ride to Mürren .  Built in 1891, the funicular was replaced in 2006 with an aerial cable car on the same route.  The fu-

nicular was threatened because of persistent landslides on the slope.  There were 3 different replacements studied:  a 

funicular on the same route (29 million Swiss Francs), an underground funicular on a different route (47 million Swiss 

Francs, or an aerial cable car on the same site as the present funicular (20 million Swiss Francs).  The funicular 

stopped running in April 2006, and its aerial replacement started that December. At the top there was a customized 

mechanism to transfer freight from the funicular to the train, and this mechanism was preserved to its present use, to 

transfer freight from the cable car to the train.  The cable car has a capacity of 100 people in the top cabin, and can 

haul 6 tonnes of freight underneath.  There is a Youtube video of the transfer at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=7joxgxsIjTI, as well a video of the funicular remains taken from the cable car at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=qJJav3Xeg1A. (I have a video that I took from the funicular in 1999!).   

Main street of Mürren—— cows and tourists 

Jungfrau Railway to Jungfrajoch, 

Lauterbrunnen in valley below 

Kleine Scheindegg — Terminus of Jungfrau Railway, 

and connection to the Wengernalpbahn (WAB)  

June 2020 

The Lauterbrunnen–Mürren Mountain Railway  
(dismantled in 2006) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7joxgxsIjTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7joxgxsIjTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJJav3Xeg1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJJav3Xeg1A
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On both trips, we awoke to sunny and warm weather in Mürren (August and September).  By the time we reached Jung-

fraujoch (about 7,000 feet higher), the weather had turned cold and overcast! But it was still sunny and warm after 

reaching Kleine Scheidegg on the way back!  Apparently, there was nothing at all unusual about this change of weather.  

We threw snowballs in August --- to us, it seemed more like a change of seasons! 

Jungfrajoch, as the highest railway station in Europe, is advertised as the “Top of Europe”, and is well worth the trip.  

But even with the use of rail passes, it is not inexpensive (Interlaken to Jungfrajoch roundtrip today costs about $125).  

We used rail passes for our travels throughout Europe.  Rail passes are not as simple as my earlier adventures in the 

1970’s.  Even in 1982, after establishing an overall itinerary, it was easy to pick a 2-week Eurailpass --- which gave us 

discounted fares on the WAB, BOB, and Jungfrau Railway. In 1999, we used both a Eurailpass and a Swiss Rail Pass 

because the Swiss Rail Pass gave free passage to our children who were both under 16 years at the time.  In 1999, we 

used Eurailpasses that by that time were structured to include non-consecutive days of travel, as well as the Swiss rail 

passes when we traveled in Switzerland.   

I have always planned each trip in detail --- first plotting the exact itinerary, and then listing the exact places and times 
to visit at each stop.  Even back in 1972 and 1973 when I traveled by myself, it was fun to plan in advance --- with a 
rail schedule in hand, I knew exactly which train I was to take, months before travelling. By planning out the details, it 
avoids asking each other the time-consuming question of “what do you want to do today?”  Adjustments can still be 
made for weather, etc. Like many other railroad locations, there are numerous travel web cams now available --- visit 
the Jungfrau at https://www.jungfrau.ch/en-gb/. 

View from Eigerwald Station Jungfrajoch Station 

Ice Cave at Jungfrajoch Outside Jungfrajoch in 1982 

June 2020 

Photos by Dave Puthoff 

https://www.jungfrau.ch/en-gb/
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John Biehn’s Steam News For June 2020  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

June 2020 

The Sugar Express...Last month, for the first time in more than fifty years, a steam locomotive hauled a train of har-
vested sugar cane from the field to U.S. Sugar's mill. To mark the end of U.S. Sugar's harvest and completion of a 
multi-year restoration of its 100 year old steam locomotive known as engine No. 148, the company called upon the 
vintage 4-6-2 locomotive to haul cane on the last day of the season. Locomotive No. 148 was built in 1920 by the 
American Locomotive Company for use on the Florida East Coast Railway. In 1952, the locomotive was sold to U.S. 
Sugar to haul sugarcane trains from field to mill for processing raw sugar. When diesels became popular, No. 148 
was sold into private ownership and was used for passenger excursions. Eventually U. S. Sugar's CEO Robert H. 
Buker Jr. was responsible for U.S. Sugar's repurchase of the locomotive in 2016, kick starting its restoration. 
Railroad mechanical contractor FMW Solutions LLC, working with more than two dozen U.S. Sugar employees, 
completed the restoration of No. 148 in late April. "U.S. Sugar's restoration of engine No. 148 has been a tremendous 
source of pride for our employees who have worked tirelessly over the past four years to bring the steam engine back 
to life," said Bob Lawson, general manager for U.S. Sugar operations. 
To coincide with this momentous occasion, and in support of the expanded mission of operating No. 148, U.S. Sugar 
is also pleased to announce that it will be operating the steam locomotive under the brand it has dubbed the "Sugar 
Express." This new name is in reference both to the locomotive's heritage at U.S. Sugar and its future role hauling 
"Express" trains across some of the many miles of mainline railroad maintained and operated by U.S. Sugar. 
In addition, the mission of the "Sugar Express" is to provide a safe and educational means to learn 
about transportation history, agriculture, and U.S. Sugar.  No. 148 will take visitors on trips throughout the lush crop 
lands cultivated by the nearly 2,500 hard working employees of U.S. Sugar.  
For more information, visit sugarexpress.com 
(Thanks to Judy Sanchez, U.S Sugar Company) 
 
East Broad Top News...In the three months since a new non profit foundation...that was organized by a small  group 
of prominent rail industry figures and longtime EBT fans....acquired the narrow gauge railroad, steady progress has 
been made. A small crew of employees has been hired, track work has begun, and one stall of the round house has 
been converted into a modern work space. All six of the railroad's Baldwin built 2-8-2 Mikado type steam locomo-
tives have been closely inspected, and two have been identified as candidates for early return to service. 
In early May, contractors removed asbestos boiler lagging from both of those locomotives. One of the two, No. 16 
has not been in service since the Pennsylvania short line ended common carrier service in 1956, butit had been 
shopped in 1955 and initial inspections have indicated that it's in good condition. The other, No. 14, was used regu-
larly during the railroad's tourist era and was overhauled in the 1980's with help from Strasburg Railroad. Form 4 
work...that pertains to boiler work...will begin shortly on No. 16. Wheel work on No. 14 will follow this summer. 
Brad Esposito, the EBT's new general manager said "we have taken a very methodical and detained approach in de-
termining which locomotives would be the first candidates for repair, and we are extremely fortunate to have a very 
talented and experienced group of steam experts advising and assisting us in getting our program rolling. We are still 
working towards the goal of having an operable steam locomotive in 2021 barring any unforeseen issues." 
An open house for early June was cancelled in part because of the Coronavirus pandemic but also because so much 
work is currently going on at the railroad that welcoming visitors would be difficult. But Esposito and his crew still 
anticipate celebrating the 60th anniversary of the EBT's first reopening later in the summer. Details will be posted to 
the railroad's website and Facebook page as soon as plans are finalized. 
One final thing...Things have moved along so well that the railroad might offer diesel trips on part of the railroad in 
August. Keep an eye out for an announcement on that. 
(Thanks to East Broad Top Foundation Inc.) 

Steam in Maine..The Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway Museum, located in Alna, Maine is a non-profit 
organization established in 1989 to acquire, preserve and restore the operation of narrow gauge railroads and equip-
ment which operated in Maine's Sheepscot Valley. The original WW&F Railway was a two-foot narrow gauge com-
mon carrier railroad that operated from 1894 until 1933. The line ran from Wiscasset in the south to Albion and 
Winslow in the north. It never made it to either Waterville or Farmington. 
The Wiscasset Waterville & Farmington Railway Museum has kicked off a fundraising campaign to build a new 
steam locomotive. The new machine. No. 11, would be a faithful reproduction of the original railroad's No. 7, a 
1907 Baldwin 2-4-4RT.   No. 7 was damaged in a round house fire in 1933 and eventually scrapped. 

http://sugarexpress.com
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John Biehn’s Steam News, Continued from Page 13 

The anticipated completion of the Mountain Extension in the next year or so points to the need for No. 11, a locomo-
tive a bit larger than No. 9 to provide adequate power for the museum's trains on the new track. This new track has a 
grade that tops out at 4%. 
During the closure of the museum due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a team of WW&F volunteers with engineering 
backgrounds has been using data from the Baldwin Construction Standards manual to create two dimensional draw-
ings and 3-D images of components which will be used to manufacture new parts to the original specs. Over 500 im-
ages have been produced thus far and the first parts, the main frame members and a number of smaller items are in 
production at this time. 
The goal if the first round of fundraising is $17,000 which will boost the funding for the first year of the project to 
$50,000. To support the project, the museum has opened a FundRaze crowd-funding site.  Donations are most wel-
comed. Go to http:build11.wwfry.org 
(Thanks to Wayne Laepple) 
 
Steam in California...It was a big day recently for volunteers at the Placerville & Sacramento Valley Railroad with 
the arrival of the Santa Cruz Portland Cement No. 2 locomotive. Folsom will be the new home of this spe-
cial locomotive for the next fifteen years.  
Built in 1909 by H. K. Porter, the 0-4-0T locomotive served Santa Cruz Portland Cement Company in Davenport, as 
well as Bechtal Kaiser Rock Company in Oroville.  Known as "The Chiggan," the locomotive was used as a billboard 
for a fried chicken restaurant for over thirty years in Stockton before it was purchased by Efstathios Pappas in 2006 
and rebuilding began. 
In 2014, the engine pulled excursion passenger trains at Niles Canyon Railway. Roaring Camp Railroad and at 
the  Northwest Railway Museum. The locomotive is set to begin excursion service in 2020. Late last year, a contract 
was signed between P&SVRR and the locomotive's owner Efstathios Pappas, to lease the engine to the railroad to 
use to help keep the history of the rails alive in the Folsom region. The engine will be used for various P&SVRR 
events such as excursion trains. The P&SVRR will use the locomotive to haul passengers over fifteen miles of track 
from Folsom Boulevard to the town of Latrobe.  
"The steam engine will be the motive power for our train and will be hauling passengers." said P&SVRR Presi-
dent Jim Harville. "We'll be capable of hauling longer trains." 
Central Folsom currently has fifteen miles of rail as well as access to an additional twenty miles of track between 
Latrobe and Placerville. "Our hope is to connect our program to the El Dorado Western Railroad," Harville said.  
Now that the locomotive has been offloaded, it will go through a series of inspections and maintenance proce-
dures.  P&SVRR invites the public to follow the locomotive's progress on their website at www.psvrr.org. Look there 
for future announcements of events and excursions. 
(Thanks to Bill Sullivan, Gold Country Media, via Tom Schultz) 
 
New England Steam..New England Steam Corporation was founded in 2013 to preserve and restore Maine Central 
steam locomotive No. 470 to operation.   No. 470, a 4-6-2 "pacific" type engine, is the last mainline passenger 
steam locomotive in New England. Despite over sixty years of outdoor display, 470's boiler and firebox are solid, 
with inspections revealing little internal wear. The locomotive was likely thoroughly shopped prior to her final run in 
1954. Once restoration is complete, the Downeast Scenic Railroad will be 470's permanent home for maintenance 
and 
operation. Recently, a rail car...that is a crucial piece to a volunteer driven, multi-year steam locomotive restoration 
project was delivered to the rail yard in the Washington Junction neighborhood. 
 
The tender car, which will carry up to 98,000 gallons of water and 10 tons of coal, was specially built over the past 
three months by Millinocket Fabrication & Machine Inc. It needs more work-including reusing fittings from the old 
tender, getting it mounted on a chassis and wheels, and painting...before the tender car will be ready. 
"The tender is a huge deal for several reasons," said Richard Gluek, president of NE Steam Corp."It's an essential 
component of the whole locomotive," and because it will display the railroad name, it is a "crucial heritage piece." 
Reusing the old tender is not possible, he added because of the amount of rust damage it has accumulated over the 
years. "We're going to use as many parts from the old tender as we can," Glueck said. "Even to the discerning eye, it 
should be almost indistinguishable from the original," he said. 
The total cost of the tender project will likely exceed $200,000. The more substantial part of the project re-
mains restoration of the locomotive itself, which is the largest surviving steam powered locomotive in all of New 
England or the maritime provinces of Canada. How long the project takes depends upon funding. Glueck added that 
the project is expected to cost up to $1 million to get the locomotive operating again. 
(Thanks tp Bill Trotter, Bangor Daily News via Tom Schultz) 

http://build11.wwfry.org
http://www.psvrr.org
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Western Maryland Scenic RR News. The Western Maryland Scenic Railroad's Baldwin steam locomotive 
moved one step closer to a Cumberland to Frostburg voyage via iconic Helmstetter's Curve on June 10 when 
the boiler of No. 1309 was placed on two sets of wheels. 
This 2-6-6-2 "Mallet" type locomotive was purchased by the railroad in 2014, but its restoration has faced a 
series of setbacks until a recent fundraising campaign launched by Trains Magazine resulted in nearly 
$120,000 in donations. Work stopped last summer when money dried up. At that point, the locomotive was 
85% complete mechanically according to railroad officials. Another $180,000 is needed to complete the pro-
ject and an additional $100,000 will be needed for water, coal and ash removal facilities. The project has cost 
$2.8 million so far. Built in 1949, the locomotive, which was acquired from the B&O Museum operated until 
1956. No. 1309 was the last Class 1 mainline steam locomotive built by Baldwin, the maker of over 70,000 
locomotives since 1832.  
To contribute to the project, send donations marked "1309" to Western Maryland Scenic Railroad 13 Canal 
St., Cumberland, Md 21502 or donate online at www.wmsr.com/1309 
(Thanks to Steve Bittner Cumberland Times-News) 
 
Future Colorado Steam...The Colorado Railroad Museum is currently restoring a narrow gauge locomotive 
to operation.  Rio Grande Southern No. 20, a 3 foot gauge 4-6-0 built in 1899 for the Florence & Cripple 
Creek is nearing completion. She last ran in 1951 when the Rio Grande Southern shut down. The Schenec-
tady Locomotive Works built the engine. The  Rocky Mountain Railroad Club saved it and in 2006, the club 
transferred ownership of the locomotive to the museum. For twelve years, the engine was under restoration at 
Strasburg Railroad and returned to Colorado last June for final assembly. 
At present, 95% of the locomotive's restoration has been completed. Since her return from Strasburg, workers 
have installed the new cab, smokestack, rebuilt and fitted the boiler tube pilot, completely replaced the entire 
air brake system with new...copying the original plumbing. She retains the authentic brake valves. Workers 
also finished  
assembling the locomotive's driver brakes, finished installing and plumbing all appliances and finished their 
portion of restoration work on the tender. They have applied a 22 gauge sheet metal roof to the cab, installed 
an electrical conduit and begun wiring the locomotive. They have also passed the state and FRA hydrostatic 
test. Needed to do: Finish electrical wiring, a steam test, paint and letter. The engine will be black with a sun-
rise herald on the tender. 
Jeff Taylor, Colorado Railroad Museum Curator of Rolling Stock & Equipment said they want to finish the 
restoration and do it right the first time out. The museum wants to show her off to the public and railfans but 
that needs to happen at the museum first, and it will. Because the museum's projected completion date was so 
close to the 2020 Iron Horse Festival, they chose not to attend. Now that the Festival is postponed, the muse-
um can continue with its plans to debut No. 20 at the museum in 2020 and work towards attending the Festi-
val in 2021. 
(Thanks to Jim Wrinn) 
 
Y6a Returns to St. Louis...The former Norfolk & Western Y6a steam locomotive No. 2156 arrived at a train 
yard In St. Louis on Sunday, June 14. After spending the past half decade in Virginia, the locomotive will be 
returned to the National Transportation Museum in St. Louis. The museum is currently closed due to the on-
going Covid-19 pandemic and restrictions associated with the pandemic have made the timeline for the return 
of 2156 to the museum itself uncertain. 
The 2156, a Y6a 2-8-8-2, was leased to the Virginia Museum of Transportation by the St. Louis museum in 
May, 2015 in exchange for the Virginia museum's EMD FTB demonstrator diesel. When locomotive 2156 
arrived in Roanoke in 2015, it marked the reunion of N&W Class J 611 and the N&W Class A 1218. It was 
the first such reunion of N&W's three famed locomotive types built in Roanoke in more than half a century. 
Will Harris,a board member and former VMT president said the museum made an attempt to keep the 2156 
in Roanoke. "We made a substantial offer to purchase it and included some exchange, but we just weren't 
able to come to an agreement." "Hopefully, in the future, we can work out another exchange and possibly 
have it back here again alongside its two sisters," he said. 
(Thanks to Trains Magazine and UPI News) 
 

http://www.wmsr.com/1309
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